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Religious Denominations of Brides and Bridegrooms.—The distribution
of brides and bridegrooms by religious denominations is roughly the same as that
for the population as a whole. Table 28 shows the very strong influence that
religion has on marriage. About 71 p.c. of all marriages are between persons of
the same religious denomination; among those of Jewish faith, it was 94 p.c. in
1952; among Roman Catholics 89 p.c.; United Church 62 p.c.; and Eastern
Orthodox 58 p.c.

28.—Marriages, by Religious Denominations of Coniracting Parties, 1952
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Subsection 2.—Dissolutions of Marriage (Divorces)

For many years after Confederation, the number of divorces granted in Canada
was small. There were fewer than 20 divorces in every year before 1900, 21 in 1903,
51 in 1909 and 60 in 1913. These numbers represent less than one per 1,000 of the
yearly number of marriages.

After the end of World War I in 1918 the number of divorces increased. The
generally unsettled conditions and the long separation of men on Active Service
from their wives may have contributed to this increase. Changes in law and pro-
cedure may also have been a further factor—at present, Quebec and Newfoundland
are the only provinces in which applicants for divorce must secure a private Act
of Parliament. The number of divorces increased from 11 in 1900 to a peak of
8,199 in 1947, declining gradually after that year until in 1951 they numbered
5,263. The number rose again to 5,634 in 1952 and 6,055 in 1953.



